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FOR THE FUTURE  BY ARYAN THAKKER

All over the world, there are hundreds of conflicts occurring right 

now. There is an ongoing military conflict between Russia and Ukraine, 

climate change bringing catastrophic storms to numerous countries, and a 

pandemic no one can seem to escape the clutches of. People are hurting 

and many of these people are children; children who suffer due to the 

negative actions of adults. As they age, children accept this notion as a way 

of life and carry on the bad precedents of the preceding generations, 

fueling a seemingly endless cycle of suffering.

The lives of children living in conflict zones turn 

upside-down. These children go through severe distress during their 

development, which factors into what they will grow up to become. During 

the COVID pandemic, the amount of children who faced malnutrition 

increased. Sadly, an estimated two million children under five years of age 

will die of hunger-related causes. Scientists did develop a vaccine for 

COVID, which potentially saved millions of lives; however, there is no 

vaccine for hunger. What’s more, climate change has been destroying 

communities globally. Our planet, which we are hurting, is the future 

home of our children. There are uncountable adversities facing children, 

and children are almost too powerless to fix them.

But, volunteer organizations take the initiative to help children, 

and they need leadership and raw energy to succeed. Students have just 

these qualities and can take action with the proper tools. Organizations 

that connect with affiliate organizations in schools, further connect to 

hundreds of students who want to spread change. Our own school has 

Habitat for Humanity, Red Cross, Green Team, Key Club, and many other 

clubs that work to make a difference. All of the aforementioned clubs have 

different methods of execution, but they all work for one common goal, to 

serve the betterment of humanity. 

We are all privileged to live where we receive sufficient 

 

2 3

 education, food, and shelter, yet all of this is under threat due to 

the selfish actions of humans. However, if everyone joins even one club, 

they can inform themselves and others about problems kids and adults 

face alike. Informed students make informed decisions, they do not 

pollute the planet, they do not waste food, they do not care about how big 

of a difference they are making. Because, even small steps accumulate on 

a larger scale to make a larger difference. Together we can save the next 

generation, our future.

Scrolling through Netflix a few months ago, chances are that you 

came across a show titled Inventing Anna. It centers around a woman 

named Anna Sorokin, portrayed by Julia Garner, who uses a fake identity 

as rich German heiress, Anna Delvey, to get into high-class places and 

events. Her secret was eventually discovered, and by the end of the show, 

she was convicted of larceny and theft of services, sent to prison, and 

threatened with being deported for a number of years. Did you know that 

this is actually a true story? In fact, just recently, now 31-year old Anna 

Sorokin was released from jail on October 8th.

Anna Sorokin entered her apartment in Manhattan, New York 

with immigration services at her side. However, the place was more like 

prison than home. With her arrival came a blinking bracelet on her ankle 

– she would be on house arrest and have no access to any social media 

platforms. She’s lucky to be in her New York apartment as of now, 

especially with her threat level being so low (if she stays on house arrest.)

In her apartment on her first night back, Sorokin explained that 

she fought hard to have her house arrest in New York instead of 

Germany. It was a choice based off of ego – letting the ICE deport her 

would have portrayed her as a shallow figure. In fact, she had to fight for 

everything for herself while being locked up. And even now, she
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explained, the only things that have changed are the food options 

(more healthy), visiting hours (past one o’clock in the afternoon) and the 

fact she has to wear an ankle bracelet (that Sorokin said she might glam 

up).

In a more moral sense, Sorokin does feel as if she’s changed for the 

better. She regrets what she did, and currently is in the process of 

regaining a new perspective on it. Money-wise, she is paying for her own 

apartment (with no scams involved), but does not know how she will 

support herself in the future. Art is an option for her, as well as generating 

funds from her podcast, but she overall doesn’t care about fame anymore. 

Over the time she spent in jail, Anna Sorokin seems to have gained 

a better understanding of herself as a person, and is working towards a 

better future.  

Why are traditions considered sacred and important? They could be 

something as small as eating a pie on your birthday every year or as big as 

donating money to a charity you support. Our school has definitely had its 

fair share of traditions. Every year, as the football season comes to an end, 

Homecoming approaches. We tend to associate homecoming with a 

football game and dance, but there is something we turn a blind eye on: 

our Hall of Fame brunch. This brunch is a great way to honor the 

achievements of our previous vikings and exhibit the immense talent in 

our school. 

Have you observed yourself strolling through the hallways near the 

gym, never noticing the photographs on the wall? Only when I had to 

notice these photographs did I realize the legacy this school has to offer. 

What seemed merely like a collection of pictures over the decades were 

truly an inspiration to look forward to by looking at past successes. Now 

you may be wondering, what is this legacy and how did it start? 2 3

  I could go on and on about how impactful and moving the 

moment was, but sometimes simplicity is what creates good stories. It 

was a simple statement in the year 2010 that ignited this tradition: “Ms 

Bonnet, no one good has ever graduated from our school”. This instance 

led to the 1000 point basketball count underneath the scoreboard. A small 

way to start this process. It took something as unembellished as this to 

help display how capable the students of this school are. As time went on, 

this small addition evolved into a huge ceremony. Eight facilitators 

strived to turn this into a mark for our school. They decided to award 

previous students for their athletic achievements. They believed captains 

of sports teams, teams who won state championships, and others, should 

be rewarded for their capabilities. To put the plan in action, the school 

started inducting older students to be a part of this ceremony. The reason 

being that the older you get, the more nostalgic you feel towards your 

previous accomplishments. They went through past yearbooks and saw 

how talented our students were. Then, the alumni were asked to join each 

other on the morning of homecoming. Alumni from all over the country 

and world are affiliated. They come to share their experiences in and 

outside the walls of our school. As the day continues they share a lovely 

brunch together in a place they have spent quite a bit of their life in. 

However, the beauty of traditions is its ability to mold over time. Even 

though this ritual began as a way of awarding great athleticism, from the 

second year on people were awarded for successes in their own fields. 

This includes famous news anchors, astonishing writers and contributors 

in the field of performing arts. 

To answer the question “Has anyone good ever graduated from our 

school?” I think it is safe to say that there are plenty. Traditions and 

legacies such as these give us an additional way to express ourselves. 

Furthermore, they are something we can look forward to every year. This 

brunch gives us as current students an opportunity to understand the 

history behind our school and maybe inspire us to be a part of it. 

HALL OF FAME BRUNCH  BY KEYA BHANUSHALI
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Fun FACT about PHHS: The school was 
supposed to have a pool in front of the 
cafeteria when the school was built, 
however,They did not realize that the 
athletic fields would cost so much because 
of the amount of  excavating involved,, so 
they had to reallocate the pool money.  
The same architect who built our school 
built the same style of  high school in the 
New Brunswick area  and rumor has it they  
have the pool. This is why our swim team 
has to pay to use morristown high school’s 
pool.

- MS. BONNET


